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'CORRIE SHERWOOD'S HERQ. |
An Ereellent Story.

CONULUDED.
’ INDSEY slipped to the door and turn-
l-__J ed thekey. e wonld not be

ripted now—he most know all.

inter-

« Robort—Mr. Sherwood,'" he said firmly,
&
a vieht to know what this means, anmd
must, "’

“ 1t means that we arve all begears—

hive
1|

coming and standing hefore him,

[
“ Yes" he interrupted, 1 understand

that, only tell me it is nothing worse. That
ehieck o Moryison's—""

Lind-
sey 1" he excliimed covering his face with
his hands.  * Lexpected to have the money
to return to the bank long
turn.

“1 meaut fo pay ity God knows,

biefore his rve-
SHe did not give you the check, then '
“Wao had some of his blank checks, and
I—0 my God !'!
“ Enougl, I understand,” Lindsey inter-
rupted strongly moved by his companion’s
angnish,

After a while, 8horwoond controllod him-

sell enough to tell the story. Bome six
months before, a friend had induced his

father to invest heavily in 4 new oil com
pany just beginning operations under the
most Hattering prospects, At the same
time, ignorant of his father's investment,
he had himself Dought one hundied shares

in another company whose promises wore
even more Hattering than the other. This
left them very short of funds, and the bLill
Just paid was for goods bonght on six
month’s eredity, contrary to their usual cus-
tom, but made necessary by the cirenm-
The months  things
looked [avorable, and under the prospect of
success other debts were ineurred,

stinces, first three
Lintter-
ly—say for the last month—rumors of fail-
ure in the first-named company hnd been
cirenlated, and the morning after the parky,
they had seen in a paper the announcement |
of’ the failuve, and the fight of the treasu- |
rer with what little funds rembined over |
the expenses that had been incurred in
what had proved fruitless labor.  Still they
hoped the story false, as no other had been
received from the agent in New York., The
morning mail, bowever, brought one, con-
firming the nowspaper report, and pronoun-
cing it o dead loss to stockholders.  The
effect on his father had been such as to
nearly deprive him of reason ; und his anx-
1oty about Gorliam's bill, 50 near due, droyve |
him wild, and he declared in o frenzy of
passion, that he would never live to be  dis-
graced by having his store closed, or an at-
tacliment put on his property by Gorbam,
who he knew would nok hegitate to do it

In this steait, his father half erazed, his
mother and sister weeping, and begging
him to do something to save them and qui-
ot his futher, the temptation to use Morri-

| all over now |

son's name eame to him, e fonght against
it until he
yielding at

liimsell' was half-distracted,
comforting
that Morrison
wonld gladly accommodate them i e were
at iome,
o know

ol of sueh o |.-<~~:I-i1ir3.- as this " he grvsped

lnst, by his con-

seience with the assuriance

Lindsoy, I had never dreams-

in a hontse whisper, T had invested fen
thousimd dollars with the prospect of teip-

ling my monoy in six months, The six
months expired yesterday, and [ have
searvcely slept an liour this week, I have
been in such o fervor of expectancy. It is

U Beotley writes, the whole

thing was an enormons swindle, and the
shinrp fellows who got it up are alteady on
their way to Europe with the money of
their dupes ; an old worn out oil well, being
all that is loft for the stockholders. 1 dare
not tell father—and that cheek—0 my Gud,
I sliall go wild !

Anidl springing his

feet hie paced the tloor in an agony of re-

to

morse nml despadr,

“Why not write to Mr. Mornson at onee,
telling him the story as you have told it 1o
me,  Ldon't think he would prosecute the

{ ense—yon could seenve him Dy 0 mortgnge

on the store and contents : yon
have accommodited ench other,

“ 1 will do socut onee,

sy you

Lindsoy ; T feel new courage alveady.

|
can bear the disgrace of bankruptey—but

erime I" shuddering convulsively.

A rpat the door interrmpted them.—
Lindsey twrned the key amd looked out.
The shop boy stood a little in advance of
three men, two of them the some who had
visited the store the morming after Corra-
Hine Sherwond's party,
behind him and  wallked
them.

e closed the deor

forward to meot

“We wonld like to see the senior part-
ner,” one of them said, glineing  townrd
the ofice dooy,
“Mr. Sherwood
Lindsey returned quietly.
“Mre. Robert Sherwood, then”

ig ill at his Lhouse, siy,™

IHeaven Dless you '

haste to have it over. 1 have come 1o the

nelusion that T signed Morvison's nnme.

1 shall be nrrested for pi senting the check | romember it, bhut

e knew he could never be anything to

Annie Morrison—he had always triad to

A hewt is o waywad

—I shall at onee admit that T did it o my | thing to manage. '

own responsibility

" And benr the punishment for my gnilt! | eent,’

No, T am not such a scoundeel s Lo sufler
that, Limdsey," Sherwood int rrupted.

“ Hear me. obort.”” Lo eried, lnying lis thai whispered word

hand on his arm,

“Think of your parents
el Corvie, You

“8he will never know that I am inno-
"l sadd, a0 little sadly, “omd hy-and-
by she will come to think like the rest,”—
And yet his heart beat lighter ull day for

Bofore the day of teidl ewme, Anne had [

can sottle all these de- nemvly succecded in cotverting her father

mands and hiave 0 home left for them, at | 1o her belief in young Lindsey's innovence,

lenst,

You arve young and eapable, yoirean | Bhe had o happy facully of winding that |
soon get into some business that will keep | personnge  rownd  lier finger,

He had a !

youall comiprtably—and, pardon me for great deal of faith in Awnic's Judgment,
nlluding to it, permit vou to marry Miss | and allogether believed her to be n most

Austin,”™
“We have
month,™ he interrapted. sadly,

“Yeu I heard s0.  But

woere to been mprvied in o

it she isa true

wonan she will wait willingly, and sympa- | any, only to pay an old debt eontine

thize with and enconrnge yon, meanwlhile,
]I- [ anm '.lH}llIi'I'l‘_{. or evier might have been,

it i your kinduess and sympathy that have | shabby trick inihe Sherwomls taking nny

done it, 1 ask it as o privilege, my lest
and truest friend, to bear this burden for

you. Thewe is no one dependent on me,

wonderful Httle womnn.

“ You see,” said Annie, argumentatively, |

“it's not at all probable that he would do i
this when it wasn’t going to benefit himsel

tedd by |
the tirm six months hefore e was ardmitted |

into it. And, by the way, I think it a

one nto such a shaky concern as theirs
very evidently was,
“Tthink they meant well, my cear,’ |

now mother is dend, g no one will Le | ber fther interposed. milidly.

pained or unhappy on my acocount, 1

Am

| 1 - " " TE -
only 0 Lindgey, you know, and no one will But now, futher docs it look reasonable
be surprised ; beside, T shall not suffer—' | that any one wonld be so anxious to con | I wa

he was going to add, * beenuse I have the

hinve the conseionsness of repaying in pat

[ the groat debt of gratitude T owe you,™

Sherwood at first positively refnsed to
listen to such a play; but he was worn down
with care and loss of rvest, and mind and
body were nearly exhausted in the strug-
gle. Ile folt the force of Lindsey's reason-
ing, anil ab last yielded, weakly, perhaps,
but not selflsbly, for it was not of himself
and Corvie—and  possibly of Floy Aastin :
no man 18 willingly disgraeed in the eyes of
his betrothed wife.

e is husy, just now ; i you wonld in-
form me of your business,” Alfied begun ;
bt the man interrupted him with a short
lnugh and an expressive shake of the head.

S Call Mr. Sherwood,”
turning to the boy.

Lindsey said,

Robert eame out at once, deadly pule,
but calm. He had evidently overheard the
conversation, and knowing the sponker,
divined at Ha howed
quietly, and leaning against a pillar, said in
asteady voice :

onee his business,

Youcan proceed with your business,
gentlemen ; I'think T anticipate its na-
ture,"

The two men exchanged glances, and
then made a sigu to the third, who took out
amd voad & writ of attanchment upon the
store wd contents, in behalf of Doyles &
Hunter, of Tlartford, creditors to the flrm
of Sherwood & Son, for goods to the value
of nine hundred dollars. The business
l':llh‘]lll]i'l], Maessis. Ull_\'l“ & Hunter turned
to go out, leaving the officer in clarge of
tho store.

“T Inow whom T am to thank for this,
Clurk Hunter,” Robert sald, an angry
thush struggling through the dead pallor of
Lis face.

“Thank you,” Hunter retorted. T am
sorry 1 couldn’t give yon time to draw on

incredible as that seemed, was quite over-
shindowed by the diendful turpitude of
young Lindsey, though

l n few were

| heard to declare that it was nothing more
than was to be expeoted of o Lindsey, and
|Htv_\.’ were not surprised

not

in the least—in
fact, had been expecting somo such thing
to happen ever sinee James Sherwood wis
50 Quixotie ns to take the boy into his store,
It seemed the whole trouble from flrst to
last, originated in Lindsey's ovime, aceord-
ing to the odd logie of the Grantley-ites,
though Robwert Sherwood took every ocen-
sion to declare the true enuse of bankrupt-
oy to be an unwise and wild speoulation, —
But this was set down asonly another proof
of foolish wenkuess in npholding an coun-
tenancing  Alfred Lindsey — he had  al-
ways done so,

Only one person in Grantley (save, of
coutse, Robert Bhierwood) believed in the
possibility of Lindsey’s innocence. Why
should they, indeed, sinea he himself had
wdmitted Lis guilt a6 the st ?  But Annie
Morrison was a stuborn littls thing when
onee slie made up her mind to anything,
and as detormined as she wasstubborn, 1t
miule her angry Lo 500 every one so willing
—indeed, rather plensed—to believe ovil of
one who had fought his way up so bravely

your friend Momison ?”  And with
exultant laugh, he walked away,
The tlush faded instuntly from Robert |
Sherwond's face, and a look of despuir sot-
tled down npon it.  With an unsteady
step hie opened the offico door and went in.

“A bad busiuess, Mr. Lindsey” said,
looking sorry.

“Yes," Lindsey answered abruptly,
without looking up, & strange expression
growing every instant in his face, and his
gruy eyes darkening to jetty blsek, |

A moment or two more of struggle, and |
he followed his partner intothe office, ‘
1t 15 too late for what 1 proposed,” he
sald, speaking hurriedly, like one who had
made up his mind to do a thing and is in

a low,

f

against the prejudices of his fellow-citizens,
She had @ natural love of opposition, and
80 she esponsed his cause, and was in hor
clement.  If there was any other reason
that infiuenced hor in the matter she did
ot admit it, even to horself.  She managod
to see him after his arrest just long enongh
to say, in o low voice :

“*You don’t suppose I believe this absnrd
story Alfred? No, T Friow better and [ am
going to prove it 1"

“Miss Morrison, I beg," he began, but
she nodded gayly, ina very positive way,
and tripped away.

A sharp paug of regret, the first he had
felt, shot heavily through hLis heart, Ie

conquered the feeling aftor alittle struggle. | lowed him into the offlce. He then walked

conseiousness of innocence, hut checked | #8 ¥on say Mr, Lindsey was 9
| himself, and substituted, * because T shall | seemed *feverishly eager to eriminate him-

Lo thought, only of his fdher and mother, |

Well, the Blow had fallen, and all Geant- |
| ley was confounded.  But the bankruptey, |

“Perhaps, was the doubtful answer.—

viet himselt, if e were really guilty, |

You say he |

sell” Now is thab naturnl, fathey 2
[ = Well, not generally, T think.”

“OF conpse not, | tell you he is not
gilty of this forgery, and if yon send him
to prison, you will do a very wicked thing," i
shie said, vehiemently.

“But, my child, he isin the hands (-I'!
the law ; it will not be asT say, " he re- |
|r|i1‘l|.

But you can establish some test—see (i
e can write your hand—it is said that the
imitation was perfect—or require him to
declare under oath that it was his work—
something to get at the troth—for it is my |
thrm beliel that he is sacrificing  himself to
save the Sherwoods, ™

My, Morrison promised to mention these
things to a logal friend and got his opinion :
he did not know that conld do wuel moie,

The day of trial came round ; it was only

a formal one, the aceused having confossed
his guilt, nnd requested that no defence Do
made for lim,

A counsel had, Lowevor,
been assigned to hiny to sum up the exten-
unting circumstances, and beg that ||Il'|
court might Le as lenient as possible in its |
sentence—considering  the natwre of the ;
crime—in view of Lis youth and previous
good ehivracter,

Dut o new complexion was at onee put |
upon aftaivs, by Clark Hunter's aoming fior- |
ward at the opening of the eonrtnnd boldly
charging the forgery upon Robert Shor-
wood,  He stated that, knowing the finnn-
cinl affuirs of the fiem to be in o very tick-
lish condition, he had, in company with
detective from the eity, kopt an eye on the
Sherwoods for several days previous to the
He of thuir
dahlling in speculations, and leamed of the |
fnilore of the voneern perhaps befope they
didl.

time of the forgory. knew

He was o Tittle surprised to find a now

partuer in the fiem, and did not know but |

| from the same position, saw Bhorwoud

possibly he might have money. e waited |
to find out. He soon learned that it was

only o poor elerk who had long been fn theiy

employ, He knew Gorham’s note foll due .
the next day, and be had s natural ouriosi- i
ty Lo see how they muiaged to pay it.  He
wiis interested, from the fet that the Sher-
waods owed their fiem quite nsum,  1e
saw Robert 8lierwood come down to the
store, and almost immedistely young Lind-
go away, IHe looked into the store
twice, but saw nothing of Sherwood, Ile
afterward spw Lindsey come down to the
store; and a mowment after, looking in
through the glass door, saw him belind the
counter waiting on some ladies, Afterward,

Ry

the oflice doorand beckon to L[nth'n;.','_.
came out ifrom behind the counter and

| severnl others also coming in g

Hoaned Bherwood o sum

| onthe store,

| e you wouild not interfere, !

away down street, not caring to let Sher-
woid soe him just then,

In o dittle less than ten minutes Sherwood
e out of the store and walked hastily
toward home. e then entered the store,
bought
pair of gloves, and waited further develop.
mentz. e had a theory that some means
wore to be put in operation to procure the
money to meet Gorhem's bill next day, and
thought possibly the store and contents
were to be montgaced.

S Presently the sound of wheelsmade me
It my eyes ™ he continuned, * and I saw
Robert 8herwood, and o fellow whom 1
judged to e one of their servants, drive
upin o carviage. Lindsey went hastily out.
There was no one in the store, amd & strong
impulse to open the office door and look i,
I did and the
Hist thing that caught my eye was o piece
of crumplad ypaper lying in front of the
desk, 1 took it, amd without looking at it,
put it in my pocket and huried out.  Sher-
wood was still talking with Lindsey, who
was seafed in the camiage with the Trislh-
man, 1 walked imrmediately out, and when
ab a suficlent distance, smoothed out the
paper and read, 71, D, Morrison® written in
hall” a dozen plices, together with the time
and place of date.  Bub the date was Sept,
I1th,” instead of thirteenth as it really wis.
s shocked at the snspicion that foreed
itsell’ uponme, 1 had lotters in Sherwood's
hand, and § compured them with the writ-

toalk ]um--r:--iilm of me. S0y

| ing on the paper, and saw ot once, that it

wits the same, only a Tittle disguised. I had
also a letter of Mowison's, and I remem-
bered all at onee that T had previously ob-

| sevyved that there was n striking similavity

betwesn the handwriting of the two men.™

1 knew Morrison had  gone West, ]
wrete him immediately, asking i he had
of money to e
drivwn from the bank during his absencoe.—
He telegeaphed back that he had not, and
My, Dolo and mysell’ visited the banlk, and
found n cheek for 5000 had been presented
by Lindsey the afternoon of the 18, We
went down ot onee and put an attachmen
Stubsequent developments you
are Gamilioe with, 1 demund now that Lind
sey give us i proof’ of his handwriting being
the same signed to the check, or that on
this picee ol papor,™ producing it and lay
ingr it on the table.

Lindsey firmly vefused. There was a it
excitement, smd  before it had subsided
obeyt Sherwond, his fuce pale, yot firm,
walked into court.

“HBtop ' he interraptod.
am the culprig—"

“ No ! no, it is nol, gentlomen—o0, do i
mind what he says "' Lindsey cried, inter-
rupting him. ~ “0 Robert ! you promise:
o plending

16 s I, whe

piathos in his voice,

S Damon and Pything,' sneered Huntter

Well, of course the entive complexion o
the matter was changed, and Robert Sher-
wood, the handsome, generous, talontoes
gon of one ol the oldest and most respect
ble families of Grantley, was condemned (-
imprisonment for forgery, and Alfved Ling
sey’s noble conduct was on uvery tongue.
Public apinion, that fickle creature, foll u
onee to abusing Robert Sherwood, and il
could have had the fixing of the sentone
I am afraid the gallows would have i
anotler victim, iv-and-by, however, th
excited gtate of opinion sabsided. Lindse
wstil every effort to soften the feelin
against him, and at the end of & yeir s
ceeded in getting up a petition hegded 1
My, Moreison, for is pardon.  After som
delay it was geanted, and Robert Sherwoud
grown sadly old aud altered in o year, cam
back to Grantley.  During his incarcers
tion, Lindsey had acted the partof a sor
to the poor, brokenalown old man, wh
seamod Litt enough like tho proud
chint of formoer years, All Grantley prop)
esied that Lindsey's love for Corde Bhe
wootl prompled him to this course of labe
and snerifice, as wellns being at the botton
uf lix devotion to Robert.

Well, as I said, Robert ;Sherwood eam:
back to Grantley, broken in health an
spivity;, his goold name turnished, povert .
and toil before him, a wenk, almost imi
cile father, and s helpless mother i
ter dependent on him for support.  Did hi-
old Friends, remembering all his long, uj
right life, is pure movality, his generon:

{ noble nature, forgive him thisone sin, com

mitted under sueh gront excitement wind
provoeation, and nob w deliberate wrong
My, Morrison showed not only his tru
nobility as a gentleman, but his Ohristia:
apivit, in using overy effort to make him for |
how tully and thoroughly he forgiwve bin
and wished to have it quite forgotten, 11
also tried bravely to combat the prejudice

of his fellow-citizens, but with very judil
ferent sucocess, .
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